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wirua means to die by violence principally, and a wirua is the
corpse for a cannibal feast. Hence when a shooting-star
flashes across the sky, people cry outc A wirua, a wirua/ and
the belief is that when the star flashes on its way a person has
just been killed for cannibal purposes. In New Britain the
name given to a meteor is tulugiai ra virua, i.e. the soul of a
body killed for cannibalistic purposes." x Among the abori-
gines of Australia, whenever a shooting-star is seen travelling
towards the earth, they are said to take it for the soul of a
dead man returning temporarily to his old haunts on earth.2
Elsewhere we have seen that in Africa the souls of dead
kings and chiefs are often supposed to be incarnate in lions.
On this subject I will here adduce some fresh evidence. Thus
among the Manganja, a tribe inhabiting a hilly district on the
Shire River in South Africa, " it is believed also that the souls
of departed Chiefs enter into lions and render them sacred.
On one occasion, when we had shot a buffalo in the path
beyond the Kafue, a hungry lion, attracted probably by the
smell of the meat, came close to our camp, and roused up all
hands by his roaring. Tuba Mokoro, imbued with the
popular belief that the beast was a chief in disguise, scolded
him roundly during his brief intervals of silence. ' You are
a chief, eh ? You call yourself a chief, do you ? What kind
of chief are you to come sneaking about in the dark, trying to
steal our buffalo meat ? Are you not ashamed of yourself ?
A pretty chief truly; you are like the scavenger beetle, and
think of yourself only. You have not the heart of a chief;
why don't you kill your own beef ? You must have a stone
in your chest, and no heart at all, indeed!' Tuba Mokoro
producing no impression on the transformed chief, one of the
men, the most sedate of the party, who seldom spoke, took
up the matter and tried the lion in another strain. In his
slow, quiet way he expostulated with him on the impropriety
of such conduct to strangers who had never injured him.
' We were travelling peaceably through the country back to
our own chief. We never killed people, nor stole anything.
The buffalo meat was ours, not his, and it did not become a
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